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Dear Ward 5 Residents,

Bringing Economic Development It continues to be an honor to serve as your representative on the D.C.
to Ward 5 City Council. | remain as committed today to building bridges, finding so-
page 3 lutions, and putting the residents of Ward 5 first as | was on January 2,
2007 when | was sworn into office.

Creating Opportunities for We have experienced a great deal together during the past two-and-a-
Residents half years. We have shared the triumph of a historical presidential elec-
page 3 tion and the tragedy of extreme violence within the boundaries of our
Ward. We have shared the good times of a soaring local economy and
the current challenges of an economic downturn.
§ Sponsoring Legislation to
Improve Our City This report outlines what we have achieved for Ward 5 since January
page 4 2007. As we continue the journey, | reaffirm my commitment to represent-
ing Ward 5 on the Council of the District of Columbia. Working together,
we can transform the District into a truly Capital City and Ward 5 into a
Providing Oversight of Parks, premier community in which to live, work, and play.
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Harry “Tommy” Thomas, Jr.
Ward 5 Councilmember




IMPROVING THE WARD 5 EXPERIENCE

ADDRESSING PUBLIC SAFETY

A key to improving the Ward 5 experience is
addressing public safety. Residents and busi-
nesses must feel and be safe. To achieve that
goal, | have:
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Allocated $1.7 million in the FY2010
budget for Ward 5 gang prevention pro-
grams.

Authored a 10-point action plan to bring
social and other services to underserved
Ward 5 communities. After releasing the
action plan, additional funds were allo-
cated to enhance programming at the Jo-
seph Cole and Trinidad Recreation Cen-
ters.

Advocated for anti-crime initiatives for
Ward 5 neighborhoods.

Introduced legislation to improve traffic
safety around schools and libraries, and
create infractions for failure to heed to pe-
destrians; championed the installation of
speed humps in Ward 5 neighborhoods.

Distributed free gunlocks.

Supported Trinidad as first neighborhood
for MPD’s Safe City initiative.

RAISING THE BAR ON SERVING WARD 5

Providing stellar constituent services is a paramount goal of the
Ward 5 office. We have assisted more than 12,500 Ward 5 resi-
dents with their issues and concerns since January 2007. Since
being sworn into office, | have:

Attended more than 2,200 community meetings and
events—including numerous block parties, wedding anni-
versaries, birthday parties, and funerals.

Sponsored or co-sponsored more than 50 special events
for Ward 5 residents.

Recognized more than 100 outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations with ceremonial resolutions.

Attended more than 35 public, charter, and other educa-
tional institution graduations.

Published 26 monthly newsletters.

Developed a senior program that includes: transportation
to attend Ward 5 events, holiday meals, restoration of fund-
ing for Office of Aging in FY2010 budget, and legislation to
increase the income tax exemption for pension or annuity
income.

Established the Ward 5 Ministers’ Council to provide out-
reach and co-ordination among the pastoral community.

Partnered with the Ward 5 business community to form a
Ward 5 Business Council, creating a forum in which our
local businesses can exchange ideas, learn best practices,
and receive technical assistance.



BRINGING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TO WARD 5
To create a vibrant Ward 5, we need to attract new retail and restaurants to our neighborhood business
corridors, as well as help existing businesses adapt to changing economic conditions. To accomplish this,
| have:
Expanded the Great Streets and Main Streets initiatives to include Rhode Island Avenue and North
Capitol Street. The land use study for Rhode Island Avenue will be completed by fall 2009.
Advocated for the establishment of Green Teams comprised of Ward 5 residents for each corridor.

Authored legislation to permit small businesses in active streetscape construction corridors to defer
first-half 2009 property taxes until September 1, 2009.
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SPONSORING LEGISLATION TO

IMPROVE OUR CITY

Since January 2007, | have sponsored or co-sponsored more than
180 bills and more than 100 resolutions, including the following:

Pre-K Enhancement and Expansion Amendment Act of 20 08 (A17-0399)—Provides 2,000 new pre-
kindergarten classroom slots within 6 years. Bill became law on May 23, 2008.

AED Installation for Safe Recreation and Exercise A ct of 2008 (A17-0698)— Requires installation and
maintenance of automated external defibrillators (AED) in Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) fa-
cilities, and mandates AED training for personnel. Bill became law on May 23, 2008.

Day Care and Senior Services Emergency Act of 2008  (A17-0615)—Requires the Mayor, on an emer-
gency basis, to submit to the Council a comprehensive analysis of child day care services and senior citi-
zen programs offered by the Department of Parks and Recreation prior to the closure, discontinuation, or
relocation of any of these programs. Bill became law on December 19, 2008.

HPAP Emergency Act of 2008 (A17-0644)— Requires the Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment, on an emergency basis, to use all existing Housing Purchase Assistance Program funds avail-
able to immediately reopen the Program. Bill became law on January 5, 2009.

Day Care Facility Emergency Act of 2009 (A18-0097)— Requires the Mayor, on an emergency basis, to
submit to the Council a comprehensive analysis of proposed child day care services to be offered by the
city via third party vendors before issuing a request for offers, and requires that all current day care ser-
vices remain open until September 30, 2009. Bill became law on May 27, 2009.

Public Land Surplus Standards Amendment Act of 2009 (B18-0076)—Requires strict standards that
must be met prior to classifying public property as surplus and empowers a committee to create such
standards. Bill was introduced on January 8, 2009 and referred to the Committee on Government Opera-
tions and the Environment. Hearing on bill was held on May 29, 2009.

Pension or Other Retirement Income Exclusion from | ncome Tax Amendment Act of 2009 (B18-
0237)—Increases the amount of pension income subject to taxation by the District from $3,000 to be-
tween $10,000 and $20,000 for seniors age 62 or older. Bill was introduced on April 7, 2009 and referred
to the Committee on Finance and Revenue.

Department of Parks and Recreation Sports Developme  nt Act of 2009 (B18-0365)— Requires a mas-
ter plan for youth sports within DPR. Bill was introduced

on June 30, 2009 and referred to the Committee on Librar-

les, Parks and Recreation.

Youth and Young Adults Promise Act of 2009 (B18-
0367)—Requires the Executive to collect and analyze data
on juvenile delinquency and criminal gang activity, and im-
plement an action plan to intervene with and assist at-risk
youth and young adults. Bill was introduced on June 30,
2009 and referred to the Committees on Public Safety and
the Judiciary and Libraries, Parks and Recreation.
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PROVIDING OVERSIGHT FOR
PARKS, RECREATION, AND

LIBRARIES

As Chair of the Council’s Committee on Libraries, Parks and
Recreation, | have oversight of the DC Department of Parks
and Recreation (DPR) and the DC Public Library system
(DCPL), which have combined budgets of nearly one-half bil-
lion dollars. Since January 2007, | have:

Fully funded new libraries for Woodridge and Lamond
Riggs, as well as capital improvements for Ward 5 recrea-
tion and community centers.

Conducted 38 oversight hearings and roundtables.

Limited DPR executive, excepted, and management su-
pervisory service personnel to no more than 10 percent of
the FY2010 agency budget, enabling the restoration of 26
frontline employee positions.

Expanded the DPR Roving Leaders program that pro-
vides outreach and assistance to at-risk youth.

CHARTING OUR
COURSE FOR THE

FUTURE

Going forward, | pledge to:

Ensure legislative priorities
meet the needs of Ward 5
and District residents.

Connect Ward 5 residents to
jobs and assist them in be-
coming job-ready.

Continue rigorous oversight
of Ward 5 economic develop-
ment projects.

Keep Ward 5 green through
initiation of a Green Space
Master Plan for the city.

Ensure Ward 5 gets its ap-
propriate share of city ser-
vices and city dollars.

Address issues and concerns
of Ward 5 residents, no mat-
ter how large or small.

page 5



COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS’ CALENDAR OF EVENTS, AUGUST—DECEMBER 2009

August 28, 2009 October 30, 2009 November 23 , 2009
Harry Thomas Sr., Family Day Dance Place Cabaret Thanksgiving Turkey Give-Away

September 6, 2009 October 31, 2009 December 1 7, 2009
Ward 5 Free-for-All at the Halloween—Ward 5 Ward 5 Holiday Party at the
Shakespeare Theater Recreation Centers Wilson Building

October 17, 2009 November 2, 2009 December 23 , 2009
John Thompson, Il Community Day Councilmember’s Birthday Party Breakfast With Santa

To inform us of community events, call 202.724.8028.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE WARD 5 CouNciIL OFFICE

MAIN OFFICE CoMMITTEE OFFICE
Chief of Staff Scheduler/Special Assistant Co mmittee Director
Grace J. Lewis Monique Smith Neil Rodgers
202.724.8067 202.724.8918 202.724.8155
glewis@dccouncil.us msmith@dccouncil.us nrodgers@dccouncil.us
Director, Policy and Strategic Administrative Ass istant Committee Counsel
Communication Marjorie Barnes James Pittman
Victoria Leonard 202.724.8028 202.724.8114
202.727.8204 mbarnes@dccouncil.us jpittman@dccouncil.us
vleonard@dccouncil.us

Director, Constituent Services WEBSITE Research Analyst
Ayawna Chase Angel Nix
202.724.8024 www.harrythomas5.com 202.724.8107
achase@dccouncil.us snix@dccouncil.us

THE HONORABLE HARRY “T oMMY” T HOMAS, JR.
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